
















Senior Services Funding Script/Talking Points 

2 main points- simplified 

1. Proven impact- over 18,000 West Michigan older adults served and growing 

2. Cost effective- fraction of nursing home cost 

Call Script 

Hello, my name is [Your Name], and I am reaching out from [your community]. I want to express my 
concern regarding the recent federal freeze of congressionally appropriated funds, which threatens 
critical services for older adults and individuals with disabilities in our community. 

Key Message: 
This funding freeze is not just a bureaucratic delay—it puts thousands of vulnerable individuals at 
risk. Older adults and family caregivers in our region rely on essential programs like home-delivered 
meals, in-home care, respite support, and transportation to remain independent and age with 
dignity. Without immediate action: 

• 18,000 older adults in West Michigan will lose access to services they depend on 

• Demand has surged- We’ve seen a 13% increase in clients over the last three years, 
with waitlists already stretching over 8 months for some programs  

• In-home care is a proven, cost-effective solution. It costs a fraction of nursing home 
placement and helps seniors remain in their homes longer, where they want to be. 
Every $1 invested in these services prevents costly hospitalizations and long-term care 
placements, saving taxpayers significantly.  

• Cutting these programs will force more seniors into institutional settings, dramatically 
increasing costs for families and the healthcare system 

Call to Action: 
We urge you to act now to ensure these critical services are properly funded, especially with the 
continuing resolution lapsing on 3/15. Protect the integrity of Congress’s appropriations process 
and advocate for the immediate release of these essential, already-allocated funds. Older adults, 
persons with disabilities, and caregivers in your district cannot afford to wait. 

 
Thank you for your time and for your commitment to serving our community. 

 



Social Media Sample Posts 

How to share: 

1. Copy text, add your own service focus or client story if you’d like 
2. Save image, Choose the "download image" link, this should open an image that you can 

save for sharing later 
3. Follow along on our socials to share from there:  

a. www.facebook.com/AreaAgencyOnAging 
b. www.linkedin.com/company/area-agency-on-aging-of-western-michigan-inc  

Stand Up for Seniors 
Where do you want to grow old? For most, 
the answer is simple: at home, surrounded 
by the people and places we love. But 
without funding for services like home care, 
meal delivery, and transportation, many 
older adults lose that choice. Aging with 
dignity should be a right—not a privilege. 
Let’s fight for senior services! #AgeYourWay 
#ProtectSeniorCare 

Download Image 
General Awareness 
Seniors & Caregivers Need Our Support! 
Vital services like home-delivered meals, in-
home care, and transportation aren’t 
luxuries—they’re lifelines. But funding cuts 
put thousands at risk. Let’s stand together 
to protect essential programs. 
#ProtectSeniorCare #SupportCaregivers 
 

Download Image 

http://www.facebook.com/AreaAgencyOnAging
http://www.linkedin.com/company/area-agency-on-aging-of-western-michigan-inc
https://areaagencyonaging-my.sharepoint.com/personal/emilya_aaawm_org/Documents/Emily/Advocacy/Toolkit/Social%20Graphics/Stand%20Up%20for%20Seniors.jpg
https://areaagencyonaging-my.sharepoint.com/personal/emilya_aaawm_org/Documents/Emily/Advocacy/Toolkit/Social%20Graphics/Lifelines%20Not%20Luxuries.jpg


 

 

 

Proven Impact 
Did You Know? 
For every $1 spent on home-based care, 
we prevent thousands in hospitalizations 
and long-term care costs. Programs like in-
home support and meal delivery keep 
seniors healthier, reducing ER visits and 
delaying costly nursing home placements. 
Cutting these services won’t save money—
it will drive up healthcare costs and strain 
families. Smart investments today mean 
lower costs tomorrow. Advocacy matters—
help us protect these crucial programs and 
save lives! #ProvenImpact #HealthAtHome 
#ProtectSeniorCare 
 

Download Image 
Caregiver Support 
Stronger Together 
Family caregivers are the foundation of 
senior care, but they can’t do it alone. 
Respite services, transportation, and home 
support help keep families strong. Don’t let 
funding cuts take away these essential 
lifelines! Speak up today. 
#CaregiverSupport #CommunityCares 
#ProtectSeniorCare 
 

Download Image 
 

 

https://areaagencyonaging-my.sharepoint.com/personal/emilya_aaawm_org/Documents/Emily/Advocacy/Toolkit/Social%20Graphics/Smarter%20Spending.jpg
https://areaagencyonaging-my.sharepoint.com/personal/emilya_aaawm_org/Documents/Emily/Advocacy/Toolkit/Social%20Graphics/Stronger%20Together.jpg


Aging in Place 
Seniors want to age in place—in their own 
homes, with dignity and support. But without 
funding for in-home care and respite services, 
many face uncertainty. Let’s make sure our 
aging loved ones have the resources they 
need. Contact Congress today! #AgeYourWay 
#IndependenceMatters #ProtectSeniorCare 

Download Image 
Financial Advantage/ Reach 
Cutting senior services doesn’t cut costs, it 
increases them for everyone. When we invest 
in home care, meal delivery, and respite 
support, we’re not just helping seniors—we’re 
strengthening our entire community. A single 
senior service impacts all of us. Investing in 
these programs is the smart financial choice 
for families, taxpayers, and policymakers 
alike. Let’s protect what works!  #CareMatters 
#ProtectSeniorCare 

Download Image 
 

 

https://areaagencyonaging-my.sharepoint.com/personal/emilya_aaawm_org/Documents/Emily/Advocacy/Toolkit/Social%20Graphics/Home%20is%20Where%20the%20Heart%20Is.jpg
https://areaagencyonaging-my.sharepoint.com/personal/emilya_aaawm_org/Documents/Emily/Advocacy/Toolkit/Social%20Graphics/Proven%20Reach.jpg
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