
 

Virtual Meetings 2021! 
February 19 

March 19 
April 16 
May 21 
June 18 

In order to ensure the health and safety of Advocates for Senior Issues 
Members, Sponsors, and Presenters, AFSI will be holding its 

membership meetings virtually for the remainder of the program year.  
We are hopeful to resume in person meetings in the fall if/when it is 

safe to do so.  Please plan to join virtually on your smartphone, tablet, 
computer, laptop or by calling in on the number provided below.   

 

  Join Online:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501  
Call in Option:  1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 827 2651 0501 
Questions or Concerns?  Contact Lacey at laceyc@aaawm.org or 616-222-7015 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501
mailto:laceyc@aaawm.org


Virtual Membership Meeting 

Friday, February 19, 2021 

10:00 am 
 

  Join Online:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501  

Call in Option:  1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 827 2651 0501 

 

AGENDA 

Call to Order and Announcements: Lody Zwarensteyn, President 
 

Legislative Presentation    

Senator Gary Peters 
 

Senator Gary Peters has been honored to represent the State of 
Michigan in the U.S. Senate since 2015. He In the 117th Congress, 
Gary is the incoming Chairman of the Senate Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs Committee, which oversees the          
Department of Homeland Security and is the Senate’s top oversight 

committee. He also serves on the Senate Armed Services           
Committee, Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation     

Committee and the Joint Economic Committee.  
 

Program Presentation  
 

A Persisting Challenge: 
Comprehending America's Racial Divide Through the History of 

the Black Church  
 

Dr. Fred L. Johnson III, B.S., M.A., Ph.D., M.Div.  
 

This presentation will focus upon the significance of the year 1787. 
The year of the Constitutional Convention and the birth of the 
Black Church.  Dr. Johnson will also assess how the Civil War's   

destruction of slavery became Jim Crow Segregation and the      
contemporary challenges of 11 am on Sunday morning, the most 

segregated hour in America. 
 

Next Meeting:  March 19, 2021 
Virtual: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501     

Advocates for Senior Issues is a non-partisan organization, affiliated with the Area 

Agency on Aging of Western Michigan   

www.aaawm.org/afsi 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501
http://www.aaawm.org/afsi


AFSI Executive Committee     AFSI Legislative Committee  

Name          Phone       E-Mail Address                     Name              Phone    E-Mail Address 
   Thomas Appel (616) 747-1290 tappel1864@aol.com Both committees   

 Lois Carey (616) 942-9811 lois.m.carey@gmail.com        

 Mary Copeland          (616) 243-3035  penbeep87@gmail.com  

 Evans DeVries (616) 240-1486 ecdevries@yahoo.com Both committees 

 Bob Dunlap (616) 791-1267 bobd712@att.net Both committees  

 Phil France (616) 698-6314 pfrance61@gmail.com  

 Judy France (616) 698-6314 judy_france@yahoo.com 
 
 Lois Williams               (616) 591-3625         lois@wmmi.net 

 Kathy Larson (616) 295-0952 larsonkathlyn@gmail.com  

 Gordon Pater (616) 453-9669 go_pat740@yahoo.com  

 Ginger Randall (616) 581-5142 rginger98@yahoo.com    

 Armand Robinson (616) 949-6585 rob2736@aol.com  Both committees  

 Jan Schultz (616) 538-6008 janwyoming@comcast.net  

 Lody Zwarensteyn (616) 581-2261 lody6290@gmail.com    

 Leslie Sanford (616) 329-3141 leslie@lesliesanfordcpa.com      

      

    Frank Lynn   (616) 942-8067 paco3446@aol.com  
  

 AAAWM Staff____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
      
 Jackie O’Connor (616) 222-7002 Jackie@aaawm.org  

 Lacey Charboneau (616) 222-7015 laceyc@aaawm.org                                                   

 Name Phone 800Number E-Mail Address    Notes 
 Governor's Office 
 Whitmer, Gretchen (517) 373-3400                                  Gretchen.Whitmer@MIEOG.ORG  (517) 335-7858 - Constituent Services  

 Michigan Representatives 
 Johnson, Steve-72 (517) 373-0840  SteveJohnson@house.mi.gov  

 Posthumus, Bryan-73 (517) 373-0218  BryanPosthumus@house.mi.gov  

 Huizenga, Mark-74 (517) 373-8900  MarkHuizenga@house.mi.gov  

 David LaGrand - 75 (517)-373-2668  DavidLaGrand@house.mi.gov  

 Hood, Rachel-76 (517) 373-0822   RachelHood@house.mi.gov  

 Brann, Tommy-77 (517) 373-2277  TommyBrann@house.mi.gov   

 Albert, Thomas-86 (517) 373-0846  ThomasAlbert@house.mi.gov  

 Michigan Senators  
 Nesbitt, Aric-26 (517) 373-0793  SenANesbitt@senate.michigan.gov  

 Brinks, Winnie-29 (517) 373-1801  SenWBrinks@senate.michigan.gov 

 MacGregor, Peter-28 (517) 373-0797  SenPMacGregor@senate.michigan.gov  
U.S. Representatives 
 Meijer, Peter-3 (202) 225-3831                                  Through Website: https://meijer.house.gov/contact   

Huizenga, Bill-2 (202) 225-4401  Through Website:https://huizenga.house.gov/contact-me/email-me  

U.S. Senators 
 Peters, Gary (313) 226-6020  Peter_Dickow@peters.senate.gov  

 Stabenow, Debbie (616) 975-0052                                   senator@stabenow.senate.gov 

 

Kent County Officials   www.accesskent.com/Departments   
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Thank you to all of our 2020-2021 sponsors: 

 
 

Gold: 
AARP 

Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan  
Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

Consumers Energy 
Donald Behrenwald 

DTE Energy Foundation 
Elders Helpers

Silver: 
Amigo Mobility 

Beth A. Swagman PLLC 
Charles Schwab & Co. 

Dr. Robert Levine 
Health Care Associates & Community Caregivers  

Life EMS 
Pine Rest 

Reliance Community Care Partners 
Samaritas 

West Michigan Credit Union 
 

Bronze: 
Care Resources - PACE 

Chris Becker 
Lois Carey 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) – Aquinas 
The Village of Heather Hills 

 

Friend: 
Alternatives in Motion

Beth Mans Greenridge Realty 
Culver Realty LLC 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Kent County 
Senior Neighbors
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