
 

Virtual Meeting! 
January 15, 2021 

 

In order to ensure the health and safety of Advocates for Senior Issues 
Members, Sponsors, and Presenters, AFSI will be holding its next 

membership meeting virtually.  Please plan to join virtually on your 
smartphone, tablet, computer, laptop or by calling in on the number 

provided below.   

 

  Join Online:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501  
Call in Option:  1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 827 2651 0501 
 

Questions or Concerns?  Contact Lacey at laceyc@aaawm.org or 616-222-7015 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501
mailto:laceyc@aaawm.org


Virtual Membership Meeting 

Friday, January 15, 2021 

10:00 am 
 

  Join Online:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501  

Call in Option:  1 646 558 8656  

Meeting ID: 827 2651 0501 

 

AGENDA 

Call to Order and Announcements: Lody Zwarensteyn, President 
 

Legislative Presentation    

Representative David LaGrand (D-75) 

 
State Rep. David LaGrand is serving his second full term             

representing the 75th House District, which encompasses a portion 
of the city of Grand Rapids. In the House, LaGrand is focused on 

improving the lives of Grand Rapidians, fully investing in education, 
supporting small businesses to help them create good-paying jobs, 
protecting the environment, reforms to the criminal justice system, 

and government transparency. 
 

Program Presentation  
 
 

Covid-19 Updates 
Dr. Adam London 

Administrative Health Officer, Kent County 

Dr. Adam London, R.S., M.P.A. is the Director of the Kent County 
Health Department in Michigan. Since the onset of the COVID-19 
in Michigan, Dr. London and his team have been working around 

the clock to protect, inform, and unite the community in Kent 
County. Dr. London will provide an update on the status of       

Covid-19 in Kent County as well as information about vaccine    
distribution and other important information.  

Next Meeting:  February 19, 2021 
Virtual: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501     

Advocates for Senior Issues is a non-partisan organization, affiliated with the Area 

Agency on Aging of Western Michigan   

www.aaawm.org/afsi 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82726510501
http://www.aaawm.org/afsi


COVID-19 Vaccine: Important Facts
Kent County Health Department
The Kent County Health Department (KCHD) Clinical Services Division is working closely with the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) to prepare for the forthcoming novel coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine.

How do vaccines protect our community? 
If 75–95 percent of the population is vaccinated, vaccines will protect people who have not been 
vaccinated by reducing the rate of person-to-person transmission (community protection). Vaccination has 
led to community protection from other illnesses, including whooping cough (pertussis).1

Who is making a COVID-19 vaccine?
More than one pharmaceutical company may provide a vaccine, including Pfizer and Moderna. KCHD 
anticipates a limited vaccine supply at first and will distribute it in accordance with CDC guidance and 
ongoing input from the community.

Are the COVID-19 vaccines safe?
Like all medicines, vaccines can have some adverse effects. However, vaccines provide more benefits 
than risks.2 Data from both Pfizer and Moderna clinical trials, with over 73,000 combined participants, 
demonstrate that the COVID-19 vaccines have been well tolerated by people across all participating ages, 
genders, races, and ethnicities with no serious safety concerns observed. The most commonly reported 
side effects of vaccination were fatigue, muscle or joint pain, and headache—all among less than 10 
percent of trial participants.3

How effective is the COVID-19 vaccine?
Both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are 95 percent effective, a calculation based on observed infection 
rates among nonvaccinated (placebo) participants compared to vaccinated participants in each clinical 
trial.4 According to Pfizer, “efficacy was consistent across age, gender, race, and ethnicity demographics,” 
including older adults.5

Where can I get the vaccine?
COVID-19 vaccine storage and handling guidance vary by manufacturer but will require both cold and 
ultra-cold storage (-4° to -22°F and -76°F to -112°F, respectively). Once ready for distribution, the vaccine 
may be held at refrigerator temperatures for 24 hours and room temperature for up to six hours. Because 
of these rigorous storage and handling requirements, initial vaccination sites in Kent County will be limited. 
These sites will include health department clinics and health systems.

How often do I need the vaccine?
The COVID-19 vaccine will likely require two doses over a specific time period. Individuals receiving 
the vaccine will need to return to the Health Department or the location where the vaccine was first 
administered to receive the second dose.

https://www.pfizer.com/health/coronavirus/updates
https://www.modernatx.com/modernas-work-potential-vaccine-against-covid-19


Endnotes
1 Volker Vetter, Gülhan Denizer, Leonard R. Friedland, Jyothsna Krishnan, and Marla Shapiro. September 4, 2017. “Understanding Modern-day Vaccines: What You Need to 
Know.” Annals of Medicine, 50:2, 110–120. Accessed November 23, 2020. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07853890.2017.1407035
2 Vetter et al. “Understanding Modern-day Vaccines.”
3 Pfizer. November 18, 2020. “Pfizer and Biontech Conclude Phase 3 Study of COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate, Meeting All Primary Efficacy Endpoints.” Pfizer. Accessed 
November 23, 2020. https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-conclude-phase-3-study-covid-19-vaccine ; Moderna. November 
16, 2020. “Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate Meets its Primary Efficacy Endpoint in the First Interim Analysis of the Phase 3 COVE Study.” Moderna. Accessed 
November 23, 2020. https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/modernas-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-meets-its-primary-efficacy 
4 Pfizer. November 18, 2020. “Pfizer and Biontech Conclude Phase 3 Study.”; Moderna. November 16, 2020. “Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate.” 
5 Pfizer. November 18, 2020. “Pfizer and Biontech Conclude Phase 3 Study.”

TERESA BRANSON
M.H.A.
Deputy Administrative Health Officer
Kent County Health Department
700 Fuller NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

ADAM LONDON
PhD, RS, DAAS
Administrative Health Officer
Kent County Health Department
700 Fuller NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

Source: Public Sector Consultants interviews with 18 human services, 
business, and religious leaders across Kent County.

Are YOU getting vaccinated?

For more answers to frequently asked questions, visit the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at 
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html

Yes.

WAYMAN BRITT
County Administrator
County Administration Building
300 Monroe Avenue NW
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

NIRALI BORA
MD
Medical Director
Kent County Health Department
700 Fuller NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

Updated 12.03.2020

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07853890.2017.1407035 
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-conclude-phase-3-study-covid-19-vaccine
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/modernas-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-meets-its-primary-efficacy 
http://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html


AFSI Executive Committee     AFSI Legislative Committee  

Name          Phone       E-Mail Address                     Name              Phone    E-Mail Address 
   Thomas Appel (616) 747-1290 tappel1864@aol.com Both committees   

 Lois Carey (616) 942-9811 lois.m.carey@gmail.com        

 Mary Copeland          (616) 243-3035  penbeep87@gmail.com  

 Evans DeVries (616) 240-1486 ecdevries@yahoo.com Both committees 

 Bob Dunlap (616) 791-1267 bobd712@att.net Both committees  

 Phil France (616) 698-6314 pfrance61@gmail.com  

 Judy France (616) 698-6314 judy_france@yahoo.com 
 
 Lois Williams               (616) 591-3625         lois@wmmi.net 

 Kathy Larson (616) 295-0952 larsonkathlyn@gmail.com  

 Gordon Pater (616) 453-9669 go_pat740@yahoo.com  

 Ginger Randall (616) 581-5142 rginger98@yahoo.com    

 Armand Robinson (616) 949-6585 rob2736@aol.com  Both committees  

 Jan Schultz (616) 538-6008 janwyoming@comcast.net  

 Lody Zwarensteyn (616) 581-2261 lody6290@gmail.com    

 Leslie Sanford (616) 329-3141 leslie@lesliesanfordcpa.com      

      

    Frank Lynn   (616) 942-8067 paco3446@aol.com  
  

 AAAWM Staff____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
      
 Jackie O’Connor (616) 222-7002 Jackie@aaawm.org  

 Lacey Charboneau (616) 222-7015 laceyc@aaawm.org                                                   

 Name Phone 800Number E-Mail Address    Notes 
 Governor's Office 
 Whitmer, Gretchen (517) 373-3400                                  Gretchen.Whitmer@MIEOG.ORG  (517) 335-7858 - Constituent Services  

 Michigan Representatives 
 Johnson, Steve-72 (517) 373-0840  SteveJohnson@house.mi.gov  

 Afendoulis, Lynn-73 (517) 373-0218  LynnAfendoulis@house.mi.gov  

 Huizenga, Mark-74 (517) 373-8900  MarkHuizenga@house.mi.gov  

 David LaGrand - 75 (517)-373-2668  DavidLaGrand@house.mi.gov  

 Hood, Rachel-76 (517) 373-0822   RachelHood@house.mi.gov  

 Brann, Tommy-77 (517) 373-2277  TommyBrann@house.mi.gov   

 Albert, Thomas-86 (517) 373-0846  ThomasAlbert@house.mi.gov  

 Michigan Senators  
 Nesbitt, Aric-26 (517) 373-0793  SenANesbitt@senate.michigan.gov  

 Brinks, Winnie-29 (517) 373-1801  SenWBrinks@senate.michigan.gov 

 MacGregor, Peter-28 (517) 373-0797  SenPMacGregor@senate.michigan.gov  
U.S. Representatives 
 Amash, Justin-3 (202) 225-3831                                  Through Website: https://amash.house.gov/contact-me 

 Huizenga, Bill-2 (202) 225-4401  Through Website:https://huizenga.house.gov/contact-me/email-me  

U.S. Senators 
 Peters, Gary (313) 226-6020  Peter_Dickow@peters.senate.gov  

 Stabenow, Debbie (616) 975-0052                                   senator@stabenow.senate.gov 

 

Kent County Officials   www.accesskent.com/Departments   
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Thank you to all of our 2020-2021 sponsors: 

 
 

Gold: 
AARP 

Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan  
Beacon Hill at Eastgate  

Consumers Energy 
Donald Behrenwald 

DTE Energy Foundation 
Elders Helpers

Silver: 
Amigo Mobility 

Beth A. Swagman PLLC 
Health Care Associates & Community Caregivers  

Life EMS 
Pine Rest 

Reliance Community Care Partners 
Samaritas 

West Michigan Credit Union 
 

Bronze: 
Care Resources - PACE 

Chris Becker 
Lois Carey 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) – Aquinas 
The Village of Heather Hills 

 

Friend: 
Alternatives in Motion

Beth Mans Greenridge Realty 
Culver Realty LLC 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Kent County 
Senior Neighbors
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